April 27, 2022

New Mini Course

It has been a while since we added a new course, but I am happy to
announce that "2b - 3 Letter Blends" is now available. Great news
for all of you who love fishing, as this fishing themed course is ready
to help your students get on the boat with three-letter blends and
fishing games. It is truly a boatload of fun!
Since it is so late in the school year, I am asking that those who
currently have a subscription to Super Star request that I add this
course to your subscription. You will then need to add it to the
appropriate classes. This is also a way of thanking you for reading
our newsletter. If you don't have a current subscription, you can try it
from our free trial link at: https://SuperStar.HM2L.com/blends user
name: 3, password: star.
This course (and any others we complete) will be added to all schools
with a subscription for next school year.

2b - 3 Letter Blends
There are the following sections in 2b - 3 Letter Blends:
1. Pre-Test Post-Test
2. Boatload of Blends: animated and interactive presentation about
three-letter blends
3. Learn the Word and (3a) Speed Round
4. Mega Match: card matching game or quiz
5. Reel It In!: fishing game
6. Super Star Page
1. Pre-Test Post-Test:
The Pre-Test Post-Test is a timed multiple-choice test of three-letter
blends. Students have up to two minutes to click on the three-letter
blend that completes the word. Teachers can judge the results of the
pre-test to determine the need for this course.
After the course is completed, students should take the post-test to
show that they have mastered three-letter blends. Students who
need to repeat the course can take the post-test again and the
previous post-test results will replaced.
Pre-test and post-test results are shown on the button bar of the
student's Super Star page and from the teacher's account in the
Teachers & Admins section. From the Teachers & Admins section, the
teacher can view a summary report for the entire class and a details
report for each student.

2. Boat Load of Blends
The Boat Load of Blends is a fishing themed interactive presentation featuring
our animated characters Lily and Buddy. They are on a small fishing
boat struggling to learn new words with three-letter blends. This is an
interactive presentation where the student will need to participate in order to
complete the presentation. Unlike our games, we don't record right or wrong
responses in this interactive presentation. We use this comical presentation to
introduce the idea of three-letter blends and examples of three-letter blend
words. Students who complete this presentation will earn their first gold star
(which is displayed on the Super Star Page).

3. Learn the Words: 3 Letter Blends
Our "Learn the Words" section contains 29 examples of three-letter blends.
This is an opportunity for students to become familiar with the words they will
use in our games. As with our other 2b courses, we show the word and the
students can place their cursor over the word to hear the word. We show the
phonemes of the word and they can hear those sounds. We show the syllables
and a sentence using the word. All with sound. The speaker button on the
bottom right allows the student to hear the full sentence spoken at a normal
rate.
While we believe that our "Learn the Words" section is a great way for students
to become familiar with these new words, the method is especially helpful for
students who are not native to the English language.
We especially recommend that teachers use our "Learn the Word" section as a
whole-class activity. Teachers can let the students use the mouse to mouse
over the words while the class pronounces the words aloud.

3a. Speed Round
On the front of the "Learn the Words" board is a "Go to Speed Round"
button. The speed round button is also found on the last word. Once the
student has reviewed all the words in the "Learn the Words" section, they are
challenged to show they understand the words by completing a Speed Round.
The Speed Round is a one-minute timed multiple- choice activity. The goal is to
complete the speed round with a score of 15 or higher. Students will match the
three-letter blend with the ending of the word. If a student gets the word right,
it is added to their score, if they select a wrong answer, it is subtracted from
their score.

4. Mega Match: card matching game or quiz

Mega Match is an opportunity for students to use their knowledge
of three-letter blends in a memory and card matching game or a
quiz. The Mega Match is an untimed game.
In the Mega Match card game, students try to match the three-letter
blends with their endings to complete the words. The words they are
displayed on the right side as pictures. They are playing for cookies
and the cookies are displayed below the word pictures. Students pick
a card to turn it over and then try to find that matching card. The
goal is to earn 300 points before they run out of cookies. Each time
they fail to make a match will cost them one cookie. Making a
mistake will cost two or more cookies.
There are several bonuses to help. Sometimes they may earn extra
cookies or bonus points. They might earn the super hint or the color
hint. All intended to make the game more fun and engaging while
they are learning three-letter blends. There are several levels to the
game and in each higher level, the number of cards increases. If a
student completes the game with the required number of points,
they earn a gold star. If they run out of cookies before earning the
required number of points, they will earn the silver star and they can
try again. Students can also keep going and try to earn more points
so they can have the highest score in the class (the class scores are
not shown in the game).
Sometimes a game is beyond the ability of some students, so we
offer a quiz as an alternative. In the Mega Match quiz, students are
shown the words and pictures. They need to match the three-letter
blends with the correct ending to complete the word. If they
complete all 40 matches with 2 or less mistakes, they will earn the
gold star. If they make 3 to 5 mistakes, they will earn the silver star.

5. Reel It In!: fishing game
The Reel It In!: fishing game is the next level of game, time and
answering fast is important. That is why we also offer the quiz
alternative.
In this game, Buddy is fishing in his boat and students are asked to
help him real it in. Students first see a tackle box full of three-letter
blends with a word ending. Students must match the three-letter
blend and the ending. Then the fun begins.
Students help Buddy reel in the fish by selecting the arrows when
they turn green. The game stars slow with a few arrows and small
fish. Each time, more arrows appear and students must push on (or
click on) the arrows quickly or they will get the "too slow" response
and the fish will get away.
The goal is to earn 2500 points to earn a gold star and to catch all
the fish! "Reel It In!" is an exciting game that will please and
challenge most students. If the game is too challenging we do offer
the quiz.
In the "Reel It In!" quiz, students drag the three-letter blend to
complete the word. They can click on the horn symbol to hear an
audio clue. They must complete 40 questions with two or fewer

mistakes to earn the gold star.

6. Super Star Page
For those of you who are familiar with our courses, our unique Super
Star page is very similar to our other 2b courses. For others, please
read on.
We display the name of the course, the name of the student and the
progress of the student (green line), with the objective being earning
the gold or silver certificate or achievement (shown below by the
word Print). Each of the sections of the course are shown with the
achievement level of the student. On the bottom button bar (right
side) are the Star, Details, and Test buttons.
The Star button shows the Super Star page that you see below.
The Details button shows a detailed report of the student progress.
This report is also available the teacher of the class in a class
summary and student detail report.
The Tests button shows the results of the pre-test and post-test.
Hopefully, the post-test shows great improvement over the pre-test.

Summary

"2b - 3 Letter Blends" promises to be a boatload of fun while
helping students learn new words. Don't take our word for it, if you
have a current subscription to Super Star Online, request that we add
it to your subscription. If you don't have a current subscription, you
can try it from our free trial link at:
https://SuperStar.HM2L.com/blends user name: 3, password: star.

Teacher Training
If you have any questions about Super Star, please call me at 760-419-7216 or
email dan@helpme2learn.com . Any subscription to Super Star now comes
with one hour of Zoom (or phone) teacher training. If you would like to
schedule a training or just need more information, you can use our schedule
link: https://calendly.com/dan-669/super-star-online-demonstration .

More Information and Links:
Help Me 2 Learn Company web site: https://helpme2learn.com
Recommended Courses by Grade: Super Star Recommended Courses (.pdf)
(note: all of our courses are included in any subscription to Super Star
Online)

Super Star Course Descriptions and Details: Super Star Courses
How to Order
Request a Free 30-day Trial Free Trial Request
Super Star All Star Band Poster (.pdf - for printing for your
classroom)

Need a Quote?
If you need a written quote, I would be happy to provide one for you.
Send me a request for a quote to: dan@helpme2learn.com . Let me
know if I can help in any way. We appreciate your business.

